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Press Release

Federal Minister Ahsan Igbal Chaudhary said:

In collaboration with FPCCI, a system will be established to ensure that every three months chambers across the
country will meet with various government departments to represent their issues and get them resolved.

Federal Minister for Planning, Development & Special Initiatives Ahsan Igbal Chaudhary visited the Gujranwala
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (GCCl) and inaugurated the Passport Facilitation Desk for chamber
members.

During the ceremony, President GCCl Muhammad Ali Hamyoon Butt, Senior Vice President Saad Jamil Irfani, Vice
President Faisal Sattar Mughal, former President & Chairman Business Group Rana Nasir Mahmood, former
presidents, MNAs Muhammad Mahmood Bashir Virk and Abdul Rauf Mughal, executive members and numerous
industrialists were present.

President Muhammad Ali Hamyoon Butt thanked the Federal Minister for visiting Gujranwala and paid tribute
to Waleed Munir for his efforts. Speaking on the occasion, the President said that Gujranwala Chamber is the
third-largest chamber of Pakistan, representing a city that houses 34 industrial clusters. He added that
Gujranwala deserves to have a Special Economic Zone which would help boost exports and provide greater
opportunities for SMEs.

He emphasized the need for establishing a Dry Port in Gujranwala, as exporters currently have to travel to Sialkot
causing loss of time and money. He further stated that Gujranwala possesses immense potential in the IT sector
with many talented youth working in Lahore and Islamabad. He urged the government to establish an IT
Incubation Center in the city and expedite the projects being developed in collaboration with TDAP and EDF,
including a Metal Processing Zone, International Testing Lab and Expo Center.

Former President Rana Nasir Mahmood also thanked the Federal Minister and stressed that the construction of
a Ring Road is a dire need for Gujranwala’s 6 million population. He pointed out that the bypass constructed 48
years ago is no longer sufficient due to population growth. He further suggested setting up Ferrous and Non-
Ferrous Recycling Units, which would benefit both the government and the local industry.

Addressing the ceremony, Federal Minister Ahsan Igbal Chaudhary said that Gujranwala is one of Pakistan’s most
prominent industrial hubs and its industrialists have always played a vital role in strengthening the national
economy. He mentioned that the Gujranwala Chamber Expo held in Islamabad was highly impressive and
inspired him to visit the city.

He stated that Pakistan is now entering a new economic phase inflation has dropped from 38% to 4.5%, the
policy rate has decreased from 23% to 11%, investor confidence in the stock exchange is growing, and record
remittances of $38 billion have been received.

The Minister highlighted that Pakistan’s biggest challenge remains policy continuity and political stability.
Successful nations have maintained consistent economic policies for a decade, leading to sustainable growth.



He added that the government, in collaboration with the private sector, is formulating a comprehensive roadmap
to strengthen Pakistan’s economy, prioritizing export growth.

He assured that the demand for establishing a Dry Port in Gujranwala will be discussed with the concerned
ministry, and the IT Incubation Center will be included in the government’s priorities. The government will also
strive, through TDAP and EDF, to complete the projects of the Metal Processing Zone, International Testing Lab,
and Expo Center.

In conclusion, Ahsan Igbal Chaudhary said that Pakistan’s development cannot be achieved by the government
alone; the private sector must play its part. “The real take-off will be led by the business community,” he said,
“and the government will continue to provide all possible support.



