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Press Release

Appellate Tribunal Inland Revenue (ATIR) and Customs Appellate Tribunal Staff Strike Halts All Appeal
Proceedings, Business Community Deeply Concerned — Ali Hamyoon Butt

President of the Gujranwala Chamber of Commerce and Industry Ali Hamyoon Butt has expressed deep
concern over the ongoing strike by the staff of the Appellate Tribunal Inland Revenue (ATIR) and the
Customs Appellate Tribunal, which began after the Ministry of Law abolished the judicial allowance.

President Ali Hamyoon Butt stated that due to this strike, all appellate proceedings have come to a
complete standstill. Thousands of appeals related to tax and customs matters are pending, causing severe
difficulties, uncertainty and financial losses for the business community.

He added that the suspension of appeal hearings in ATIR and the Customs Appellate Tribunal has brought
the legal and financial affairs of the business sector to a halt, a situation detrimental to both the
government’s revenue targets and business confidence.

The GCCI President urged the Prime Minister of Pakistan and the Ministry of Law to take immediate notice
of the issue and resolve the strike in the best possible way so that the problems of the business community
can be reduced.

He emphasized that the uninterrupted functioning of judicial and quasi judicial institutions related to tax
and customs is essential for maintaining a stable business environment and restoring the confidence of
taxpayers. The Chamber assured its full cooperation to ensure the prompt restoration of the appellate
system.



