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Press Release

Kazakhstan Ambassador Visits Gujranwala Chamber of Commerce & Industry to Strengthen Trade Ties

H.E. Yarzhan Kistafin, Ambassador of Kazakhstan, along with his delegation, visited the Gujranwala Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (GCCI). The esteemed guests were warmly welcomed by GCCI President Muhammad Ali
Hamyoon Butt, Senior Vice President Saad Jamil Irfani, Vice President Faisal Sattar Mughal, former presidents,
executive members and distinguished members of the chamber.

During the visit President Ali Hamyoon Butt highlighted that the current trade volume between Pakistan and
Kazakhstan stands at $227.5 million. However out of Gujranwala 34 industrial clusters only two are currently
exporting to Kazakhstan, indicating significant potential for growth. He urged the Kazakh Ambassador to facilitate
B2B meetings between the business communities of both countries to enhance trade. President Butt also shared
that the GCCl is organizing the “Made in Gujranwala Expo” in Karachi next April and invited Kazakhstan to send
a trade delegation to participate.

In his address, H.E. YARZHAN KISTAFIN expressed gratitude for the chamber’s warm hospitality, noting that this
was not his first visit to Gujranwala and hoped it would not be his last. He praised Gujranwala’s industrial sector,
stating that its high-quality, competitively priced products could secure a strong position in the Kazakh market.
Ambassador Kistafin also announced that e-visa facilities are available for local traders, requiring only a chamber-
issued letter, and a 30-day visa can be easily granted.

The Ambassador extended a special invitation to GCCI to participate in an expo in Kazakhstan offering free
shipment for exhibited products. He highlighted Kazakhstan’s 17 economic zones with zero taxation, presenting
excellent investment opportunities for Pakistani industrialists. Emphasizing high demand for steel and sanitary
products in Kazakhstan, he stated that Pakistani products can easily capture market share. He further noted that
expos in Kazakhstan attract buyers from across the region providing Pakistani exporters with broad access to
Central Asia and the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) countries. Ambassador Kistafin also mentioned that the
President of Kazakhstan is scheduled to visit Pakistan next year, during which key agreements on the Free Trade
Agreement and collaboration with the EAEU are expected to be signed, opening new avenues for bilateral trade.
He concluded by saying that the visit marks a significant step toward strengthening trade relations between
Gujranwala and Kazakhstan offering a golden opportunity to increase regional commerce through Pakistan’s
ports.



