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Press Release

Visit of the Ambassador of Uzbekistan to the Gujranwala Chamber, Discussions on Bilateral Trade, Investment,
Visa Facilitation and Free Economic Zones

The Ambassador of Uzbekistan to Pakistan, H.E. Alisher Tukhtaev, along with his team, visited the Gujranwala
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, where Senior Vice President Saad Jamil Irfani, Vice President Faisal Sattar
Mughal, former presidents, senior leadership and the Executive Committee warmly welcomed the distinguished
guest.

On the occasion, Senior Vice President Saad Jamil Irfani said that the visit of the Ambassador of Uzbekistan is an
honour for the Chamber and this meeting is an important step towards further strengthening trade, investment
and industrial cooperation between the two countries. He said that B2B meetings, delegation exchanges and
joint exhibitions are essential to enhance bilateral trade. He further stated that in 2024, the trade volume
between Pakistan and Uzbekistan stood at 445 million dollars. He added that both countries have great potential
which can be taken to new heights in the coming years.

In his address, Ambassador H.E. Alisher Tukhtaev said that visiting a historic and industrial city like Gujranwala is
an honour for him. He noted that Pakistan and Uzbekistan have vast prospects for economic cooperation and
after the visit of the Prime Minister of Pakistan to Uzbekistan in 2024 a strong foundation has been laid to
increase bilateral trade up to 2 billion dollars in the coming years. He said that mutual trade in October last year
reached 30 million dollars, which requires major improvement. He informed the audience that Uzbekistan has
now entered a new era of modern economic development with foreign investment reaching 120 billion dollars
and more than 60 industrial zones established across the country. He added that Uzbekistan is a key trade
gateway to Central Asia and visa policy for businesspersons, investors and students has been made extremely
easy.

The Ambassador mentioned that two direct flights are operational between Pakistan and Uzbekistan, enabling
easy and short travel. In 2024 around 2,000 Pakistanis visited Uzbekistan while this year the number has
exceeded 3,000 and the Uzbek Embassy continues to fully facilitate the Pakistani business community. He also
said that the signing of the Framework Agreement during the Trilateral Meeting on 17 July will prove to be a new
trade route for Pakistan, Uzbekistan and other regional countries. He invited the business community of
Gujranwala to visit Uzbekistan and assured that sector specific meetings with relevant authorities would be
arranged to promote industrial collaboration between the two countries.



